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Securing our code
with frontier Al:

What F5 built and
learned

INDUSTRY TRENDS | JUNE 08, 2026

13 KUNAL ANAND
| Chief Product Officer | F5

In April, | wrote about why the old model of software security is broken. That post was about the problem and the

principles. This one is about the work that we are deoing at F5 to secure our code.

About nine months ago, we started using frontier Al models to systematically scan our own source code for
vulnerabilities. What began as an early exploration of what these models could do against a real, production-scale
codebase has since become one of the most significant investments in our product organization. We have built
dedicated infrastructure, pulled engineering resources from across the company, and made this a top priority at every
level of the organization.

F5 is trusted by over 80% of the Global Fortune 500. We support more than half of the world's application delivery
controller (ADC) environments. All 15 of the top 15 global banks, 30 of the top 30 US. commercial banks, 10 of the top
10 global insurance companies, 10 of the top 10 global telecom companies, and 15 of the top 15 US. executive

departments run F5 in their infrastructure.

We hold ourselves to a higher standard because organizations put us in their most critical paths: between their users

and applications, and their agents and APls.

A new muscle: scan, triage, fix, test, release, repeat

One of the most important outcomes of this work is the operational muscle our engineering organization has built over
the past several months. Scanning is just one part of an end-to-end capability we built that did not exist before.

We're moving from a quarterly release cadence to more frequent hardened releases across all software. This is a
massive operational shift. Take, for example, the rigor our BIG-IP engineering team applies; they are testing across all
active F50S5 and TMOS combinations in our customer base. Each combination requires a dedicated test environment.
Each release goes through strict branch control, regression testing, and longevity testing. We are documenting
upgrade and reboot times and tagging every fix, whether it is a buffer overflow, input hardening, or a CVE, against the

release.

We've had rigorous scanning and testing practices for years. What's changed is the Al-driven cycle of scan, triage, fix,

test, release, repeat.

What comes next

Expect more releases as Al-driven scanning surfaces more vulnerabilities. This is a sign of stronger security, not weaker

software. We’'ll disclose what we find, after we publish hardened releases.

As patch frequency increases across the industry, our customers will need to absorb more updates across all vendors,
more often. We are committed to making that easier, not harder. We have accelerated work on fleet management,
automated updates, and simplified upgrade workflows because these are essential.

Additionally, runtime security has to keep pace. Al-powered detection and response capabilities will be a critical line of
defense to identify and stop threats without relying on known signatures or waiting for a patch. We're building these

capabilities because the threat landscape demands it. Expect to hear more from us on this very soon.

Nine months ageo, we started exploring whether frontier Al models could fundamentally change how we find and fix
vulnerabilities in our own code. They can. The models are better than we expected. Our operational muscle is stronger
than we anticipated, and the urgency has only increased.

The organizations that trust us with their most critical infrastructure deserve nothing less.

To learn more, see my previous blog post, “The patch window has closed. Here is how F5 is built for what comes

next”

https://www.f5.com/company/blog/securing-our-code-with-frontier-ai-what-f5-built-and-learned
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